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his new-found joy. But instead of accepting his message,
they were angry, and said that since he had changed his
religion, and forsaken their time-honoured gods and
teachings, he could no longer be their "guru" (priest).
He replied that he would pray and fast for them until God
should change their hearts. Seating himself under an
adjoining tree, he poured out his heart to God in prayer.
In the evening they came, and offered him food and shelter.
He declined both and spent the night in prayer. The
following day, they came and begged him to desist, as they
would never change their minds, and his efforts would be
useless. But he continued his prayers. Another night
passed** The following day the villagers came to him, and
said, " We have decided to listen to you, though we dKnnot
accept your teaching/1 Men, women and children gathered
round him. His opportunity had come. He poured out
his heart upon them, and told them of the wonderful
change the salvation of Christ had wrought in him. The
power of God fell upon them. The old familiar cry went
forth, " What must we do to be saved ?" They wept
and prayed around their old teacher, and accepted his
Saviour as their own.
Punja sent a message to the District leader, then Major
now Commissioner Prabhu Das (Mapp), himself a convert
of the early meetings in Bombay, urging him to come and
carry on the work. On his arrival he found the old man
sitting under the tree, but where were the people ? Then
came a great sound of tom-toms, and music, and singingr
and the villagers came in procession to the tree carrying
a large basket, covered with a white cloth. Here they h^d
gathered the village idols, and brought them to be sur-i,
rendered to and destroyed by the Major, as a token that
henceforth they would serve Christ alone.
In spite of his age and blindness, Punja became an
Officer, and helped to lay the foundations of the work in
Gujarat. He had one great desire, and that was that
God would permit him to "see*' the Founder of The'
Salvation Army before he died. His prayer was answered.
The Founder came. Old Punja was introduced to him.
Amongst the thousands who gathered there, none was
more full of joy and the Holy Ghost than Punja. Three